
Year 9 LONG-TERM SEQUENCE for MUSIC


Ho
	The KS3 Music curriculum develops confident, creative and reflective musicians through the three core disciplines of performing, composing and listening. Pupils explore a wide range of musical styles, traditions and technologies, developing the knowledge and practical skills needed to understand how music is created, performed and experienced.
The curriculum is sequenced so that pupils first develop the foundations of musicianship, before applying these skills within different musical contexts and eventually becoming increasingly independent musicians who can make informed creative decisions. 
Through individual and ensemble performance, composition, music technology and critical listening, pupils develop their musical identity and prepare for further study at Key Stage 4.

	HALF TERM 1 – Hooks & Riffs
Pupils perform famous riffs and create their own hook-based composition.
STUDENTS MUST KNOW:
· The role of riffs and hooks.
· Repetition and development.
· Memorable melodic ideas.
· Popular music conventions.
HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED:
· Performance and composition:
· Memorability
· Musical development
· Accuracy
	HALF TERM 2 – Hip Hop Production
Pupils create an original hip hop track.
STUDENTS MUST KNOW:
· Hip hop origins.
· Beat construction.
· Sampling techniques.
· Loops.
· Rhythmic creativity.
· Production choices.
HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED:
· Production and composition:
· Creativity
· Style awareness
· Technical skills
	HALF TERM 3 – Soundtracks
Students will explore how music is used in media and create a piece of music to accompany a short clip. 
STUDENTS MUST KNOW:
· How music supports visuals.
· Leitmotifs.
· Atmosphere.
· Character themes.
· Underscoring.
· Use of musical elements.
HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED:
· Composition assessment:
· Communication of mood
· Effective musical choices
· Development of ideas

	HALF TERM 4 – Soundtracks
Students will continue to explore how music is used in media and create a piece of music to accompany a short clip.
STUDENTS MUST KNOW:
· How music supports visuals.
· Leitmotifs.
· Atmosphere.
· Character themes.
· Underscoring.
· Use of musical elements.
HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED:
· Composition assessment:
· Communication of mood
· Effective musical choices
· Development of ideas
	HALF TERM 5 – New Directions
Students will explore the genre of minimalism through performance of 2 minimalist pieces: Clapping music by Steve Reich and Tubular Bells.
STUDENTS MUST KNOW:
· Definition of Minimalism
· Key composers and history
· Notation reading
· Reading a graphic score
· A selection of minimalist composition techniques
· How to structure a piece of minimalist music
HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED:
· Performance Assessment
	HALF TERM 6 – Independent Project
Students will be working on a chosen project, to present in the final week. The routes are; Performance (learning a piece of music), Composition (Writing a piece of music) or planning a music festival/business.
STUDENTS MUST KNOW:
· How to work independently
· Practise techniques
· Compositional techniques
· Industry Skills – event planning.

HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED:
· Presentation of their work – either a performance, playing the piece out loud or presenting their festival. 

	The curriculum can be supported at home by: Encouraging regular instrument practice, if accessible, or lessons with Dudley Performing Arts. Providing computer access for revision and our online composition tool (edu.bandlab.com). Valuing music’s role both in the wider curriculum and in building confidence, creativity, and life skills with your child. Supporting involvement in extra-curricular activities like choir or the school production.
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