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	The curriculum at this stage of students’ education has been designed to: 
· To enable students to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of psychological ideas, processes, procedures and theories in relation to the specified Paper 2 and 3 content. 
· To teach students how to apply psychological knowledge and understanding of the specified Paper 2 and 3 content in a range of contexts.
· To implement skills for students to analyse and evaluate psychological ideas, information, processes and procedures in relation to the specified Paper 2 and 3 content.
· To include exam practice and exam strategies in the lead up to the exams.
· To develop student skills and knowledge of research methods, procedures and psychological ideas through ethical research activities involving; designing research, conducting research, analysing and interpreting data.
Content in red will be flipped learning as homework. 

	Paper 2:  Biopsychology (Sep-Oct)
	Paper 3: 
Issues & Debates (Oct –Nov)
	Paper 3: 
Relationships (Nov-Dec)
	Paper 
3: Aggression (Jan – Feb)
	Paper 3: Eating behaviour (Feb- Mar)
	Exam preparation
(Mar – May)

	Students must know: 

· Implications of psychological research on the economy.
· The divisions of the nervous system.
· The structure and function of sensory, relay and motor neurons. 
· The process of synaptic Transmission. Disciplinary reading
· The endocrine system: glands and hormones.
· The fight or flight response 
· Localisation of function in the brain. Milestone assessment
· Plasticity and functional recovery of the brain after trauma.
· Ways of studying the brain

End of topic assessment

	Students must know: 

· Gender bias
· Culture bias
· Free will and determinism
· The nature-nurture debate Disciplinary reading
· Holism and reductionism Milestone assessment
· Idiographic and nomothetic approaches to psychological investigation.
· Social sensitivity in psychological research.


End of topic assessment
	Students must know: 
	· Physical attractiveness; matching hypothesis
· Self-disclosure
· Filter theory
· Social exchange theory
· Equity theory Milestone assessment
· Rusbult’s investment model
· Duck’s phase model of relationship breakdown
· Online relationships; deception
· Parasocial relationships Disciplinary reading

End of topic assessment



	Students must know:

· Neural and hormonal mechanisms in aggression. 
· Genetic factors in aggression. Disciplinary reading
· The ethological explanation of aggression.
· Evolutionary explanations of human aggression.
· Frustration-aggression hypothesis. Milestone assessment
· Social learning theory
· Explanations of institutional aggression in the context of prisons
· Media influences on aggression.

End of topic assessment

	Students must know: 

· Explanations for food preferences.
· Neural and hormonal mechanisms involved in the control of eating behaviour, Disciplinary reading
· Biological explanations for anorexia nervosa.
· Psychological explanations for anorexia nervosa.
· Biological explanations for obesity.
· Psychological explanations for obesity.

End of topic assessment

	


	The Psychology curriculum will be implemented through the use of a baseline of lesson principles which will be embedded into every lesson. These include low stakes knowledge testing every lesson to strengthen retrieval practice of prior knowledge, a modelling segment to encourage the development of key skills including application and evaluation of knowledge. Students will be provided with a success criterion for each lesson in order to understand the requirements to achieving success. Students will be required to review and reflect on their learning through the use of success criteria and related progress tasks. Furthermore, deliberate practice and questioning for formative assessment and use of tier 2/3 key term glossaries will be utilised to aid delivery of content and strengthen student’s literacy skills as well as disciplinary reading activities spread throughout each topic covered in the specification. Research methods practice tasks and practical elements will be used to strengthen numeracy skills.
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