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This document is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils 

across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – 

and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and 

parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our 

pupils’ music education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Part A: Curriculum Music 
This section is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music 

and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

Currently, there is one member of staff that oversees the provision of music at Bishop Milner. 

The curriculum within music covers the main elements of music through various genres and 

topics, as well as building the three main skills of performing, composing and analysing 

throughout their musical journey. We are informed by the model music curriculum and the 

national plan for music education and will continue to review the curriculum yearly so that it 

is suitable for our pupils. The main takeaway from the model music curriculum is the 

assessment of the three skills/golden threads which are performing, composing and 

analysing.  

The school website already details the long-term sequence for music for you to view, 

however the following topics are covered in Key Stage 3: 

Year 7 - Acquire Year 8 - Develop Year 9 

• Rhythm & Pulse 

• Keyboard Skills 

• Technology Project 

• Music Technology: 
Production & Hip-Hop 

• Blues & Jazz 

• Rhythm & Pulse 2: 
Samba and Reggae 

• Soundtracks: Film & 
Video Game Music 

• Industry: Arrangement 
and Song Writing 

• New Directions 
(Minimalism) 

• Independent Project 

 

Over the course of Key Stage 3, classes are seen for one hour per week. Pupils will learn 

keyboard as a whole class as it is a vital skill to be able to use the keyboard for GCSE 

composition in conjunction with our DAW (Digital Audio Workstation) Cubase as well as 

equipping pupils with a potential performance instrument for BTEC First Award Performing 

Arts. Pupils will also learn rhythmic skills through snare drums and other percussion 

instruments through topics such as Samba music. Assessment at Key Stage 3 takes place 

formally at the end of every term, with either a performance or composition assessment with 

a listening or keyword component. In music lessons, pupils are continuously assessed and 

will be given feedback verbally or written, depending on the formality of the assessment.  

If pupils choose to take music further, they are able to take music as an option at GCSE. 

Currently, at Key Stage 4 we run the OCR GCSE course concurrently with the BTEC Level 2 

First Award in Performing Arts. Furthermore, pupils are able to take graded music exams 

through our local music hub Dudley Performing Arts if they so wish.  

At Key Stage 4, if pupils opt for GCSE Music, we currently see the class five times over two 

weeks. We currently run the OCR GCSE course for year 11 and cover the following content: 

- Listening and appraisal over multiple areas of study: Rhythms of the World, 

Conventions of Pop, Film & Video Game Music and Concerto Through Time. 

- Performance Technique 

- Composition Skills 

The overall grade for the course is a result of 60% coursework and 40% written listening 

exam. The coursework element is guided in both classroom lessons and instrumental 

lessons with Dudley Performing Arts. It consists of 2 performances, solo and ensemble, 

which are recorded in year 11 and 2 compositions, one learner set brief and one centre set 

brief. The learner set brief is started in year 10 and the centre set brief is started in year 11.  



For the current Year 10 pupils (2025 – 2026), they will be able to take the option of BTEC 

Level 2 First Award in Performing Arts, with the option to specialise in music performance as 

their specialism unit. This unit will provide pupils with industry skills, as well as equipping 

them for the audition processes later on in the music and drama industry and how to 

rehearse effectively. 

Pupil Premium and SEND pupils are supported through scaffolded learning approaches, as 

well as support sheets/task boards which are currently being developed for the curriculum 

next year. Due to the mixed ability nature of the classes, other pupils can also be used as 

mentors for their peers. 

Part B: Co-Curricular Music 
This section is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music outside of lesson time, 

including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond 

the core curriculum. 

Extra-curricular activities are reviewed regularly and can be changed due to pupil demand. 

At the time of writing this (July – August 2025), we currently offer the following extra-

curricular activities: 

- Choir 

- Keyboard/Ukulele Club 

- GCSE Further Support 

- Whole School Production 

- Ensemble (Band) Rehearsals 

All of our extra-curricular offerings are free to join and can be joined by any pupil at any time. 

The only exception to this is the GCSE further support club, which is open to only GCSE 

music students. 

Pupils can make progress outside of lesson time with regular practise on instruments within 

our practice rooms which can be used before school, at breaktimes or lunchtimes. We have 

4 practice rooms as well as the main classroom. Practice room 1 is the band room which 

contains a digital upright keyboard, a drum kit, amps, electric guitars and basses, as well as 

the capability to use a microphone. Practice room 2 can hold 2 pupils, each with a keyboard. 

Practice room 3 can hold 4 pupils, with 2 keyboards, a digital piano and a computer with the 

capability to run a microphone. Practice room 4 can hold 4-5 pupils and contains 2 

keyboards and 2 computers, again with the capability to run a microphone. There is also a 

secure instrument store where pupils can leave their instruments in a safe location rather 

than carrying it around the school site.  

Pupils can also learn an instrument through Dudley Performing Arts with either a 1-1 lesson 

or a small group lesson, which are paid for by the parents and organised through the hub. 

Any pupils that are Pupil Premium or Looked After may be able to have the tuition subsidised 

or free, it would just need to be raised with the appropriate pathway – Miss L Gullick / 

Designated Safeguarding Lead (Mrs E Haughton) / through your virtual school. Currently at 

the time of writing this (July – August 2025) we subsidise instrumental lessons for our GCSE 

students at Key Stage 4. Dudley Performing Arts also offer orchestras and other extra-

curricular activities that take place after school time. 

 

 



Part C: Musical Experiences 
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 

singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 

Over the course of the year, pupils have the opportunity to perform in APL (Act of Prayers 

and Liturgy), mass and in other various events across the year. The previous academic year 

(2023 – 2024) contained incredible events such as Black History Month, Culture Day, the 

SJBCA Sustainability Summit, the whole school production, the Bishop Milner Summer 

festival, and choir performed at Symphony Hall in Birmingham with Dudley Performing Arts.  

List of events in 2023 – 2024: 

- Year 7 welcome mass 

- Mass throughout the year – St John Bosco mass, Saint Peter & Paul mass, Individual 

year group masses, whole school mass. 

- Advent Service 

- Senior Citizens Party 

- Whole School Production 

- Black History Month 

- Culture Day 

- SJBCA Sustainability Summit 

- Bishop Milner Summer Festival 

- Choir performance at Symphony Hall with Dudley Performing Arts 

- Celebration APLs throughout the year 

- APLs throughout the year 

- Dudley Performing Arts Live Music week in July 

- Production Cast Trip to see Shrek the Musical 

This last academic year (2024 – 2025) has seen a similar amount of performances listed 

below: 

- Year 7 welcome mass 

- Mass throughout the year – St John Bosco mass, Saint Peter & Paul mass, Individual 

year group masses, whole school masses. 

- Advent Service 

- Senior Citizens Party 

- Whole School Production 

- Black History Month 

- Bishop Milner Summer Fayre 

- Choir performances during the rewards week 

- Celebration APLs throughout the year 

- APLs throughout the year 

- Production Cast Trip to see &Juliet at the Birmingham Hippodrome. 

 

Pupils from all year groups can get involved in performances and opportunities, as long as 

they have permission from a parent/carer. Often these opportunities are free, the only 

charged events are the whole school show and any other concerts that are held – the 

summer festival for example. We keep the ticket prices of these events low so that all can 

attend, and we can subsidise for those who are particularly struggling financially.  



In the Future 
Currently, the music curriculum is reviewed at least once a year and changes have been 

made consistently, each with a step in the right direction towards a more holistic and suitable 

curriculum so that the pupils at Bishop Milner can achieve highly in music. We are currently 

invested in the musical contexts programme which offers schemes of work and resources to 

support the curriculum offering as well as Music Mark. Furthermore, we are implementing 

the one theme/topic a term due to the success of the curriculum this year, being able to 

delve deeper into each topic. This will be reviewed again in July 2026. 

As stated earlier, the extra-curricular offering at Bishop Milner is subject to change due to 

demand of the ensemble and availability of the teacher. We are still determined as a school 

to raise the profile of extra-curricular music and eventually work up to a school 

ensemble/band/group that regularly runs – this relies on the demand for this from the pupils. 

We would like to have more live performances for the students to watch as an audience 

occur more frequently as it is a great opportunity for the pupils to observe correct 

performance technique and it is a good way to help mental health of the pupils. As well as  

even more opportunities for the pupils to perform to their peers and also to parents/carers. 

Furthermore, we would like to update the school website and social media pages more 

frequently to inform parents/carers about what is happening within the music department and 

also any events that are coming up, or alternatively have a Performing Arts Department 

social media page to update parents more frequently. Currently, information is sent out in the 

termly newsletter and social media is updated occasionally. 

Further Information 

The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people on how they 

can get involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to for support beyond 

the school: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-

for-parents-and-young-people 

Dudley Performing Arts: https://www.dudley.gov.uk/dpa/ 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people
https://www.dudley.gov.uk/dpa/

