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[image: ]This curriculum is first and foremost, is in line with the requirements outlined in the specification designed by AQA for the A-Level Sociology course. The sociology curriculum is designed to develop curiosity about how society works and how individuals both shape and are shaped by social structures. Students will learn to think like sociologists by engaging with classical and contemporary perspectives, developing critical awareness of social issues and debates. Through the study of families and households, education, crime and deviance, media, sociological theories and research methods, students will gain a broad understanding of inequality, diversity and the role of institutions in society. By the end of the course, students will be able to confidently apply sociological knowledge to explain social change in Britain and beyond, and critically evaluate the ethical, social, political and economic issues that affect different groups in a global context.
	AUTUMN 1
INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY 
Students to be introduced to the themes of sociology which will be running threads throughout the course. Students need to be introduced to the core concepts of:
· Socialisation, culture and identity
· Social differentiation, power and stratification.
Students will be introduced to the theories of: Functionalism, Marxism, Feminism and social action
PAPER 2: FAMILIES AND HOUSEHOLDS 
Theories of the family, including Marxism, Functionalism and the New Right. 
The division of labour between couples; the dual burden and the triple shift.
PAPER 1 & 3 RESEARCH METHODS 
· The reasons for choosing an appropriate research method in Sociology.
· Evaluation of laboratory, field and armchair experiments. 
· The strengths and weaknesses of open and closed questionnaires. 
HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED:
Extended writing baseline assessment (10 mark essay)
2 x assessment opportunity per half term (10 mark & 20 marker)
CST ‘dignity’ BIG QUESTION: What makes a family flourish, and why is the family so important for human dignity and society?
	AUTUMN 2
PAPER 2:  FAMILIES AND HOUSEHOLDS 
Demographic changes such as the decline in birth rate, marriage rate and death rate. 
 The aging population, net migration and secularisation.
PAPER 1 & 3 RESEARCH METHODS 
 Evaluation of structured, semi-structured, unstructured and group interviews. 
Types and analysis of observations. 
HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED: 
 2X assessment opportunity per half term 
Starters/plenaries 

CST dignity and solidarity BIG QUESTION: How should society respond to changing family structures, migration and an increasingly diverse population?
	SPRING 1
PAPER 2: FAMILIES AND HOUSEHOLDS 
How family patterns are changing, with an increase in divorce and separation and a rise in cohabitation
 Childhood 
Social policies 
HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED: 
2 x assessment opportunity per half term
 Starters/plenaries
 
CST ‘rights and responsibilities’ BIG QUESTION: Do individuals have the right to define family life for themselves, or does society have a responsibility to promote certain family structures?

	SPRING 2
PAPER 1 EDUCATION
· Theoretical perspectives of education including Marxism, Functionalism and the New Right. 
· Educational reform such as the tripartite system, grammar schools and Multi academy trusts. 
· Educational policies such as free school meals and pupil premium. 
PAPER 1: METHODS IN CONTEXT 
· Throughout the Education topic, students will be given opportunity to apply their knowledge of research methods to critique studies into education. 
· Students will be given Methods in Context questions.
HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED: 
2 x assessment opportunity per half term
CST ‘preferential option for the poor’ BIG QUESTION: Does the education system give every person an equal opportunity to fulfil their God-given potential?
	SUMMER 1
PAPER 1 EDUCATION 
· External factors that affect class differences in achievement, such as material deprivation, cultural capital and parent's education. 
· Internal factors that affect class differences in achievement, such as labelling, self-fulfilling prophecy and pupil subcultures.
· Statistics regarding ethnic differences in achievement. 
· Theories of institutional racism, absent fathers and linguistic codes.

PAPER 1: METHODS IN CONTEXT 
· Throughout the Education topic, students will be given opportunity to apply their knowledge of research methods to critique studies into education. 
· Students will be given Methods in Context questions.
HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED: 
MOCK exams 
2 x assessment opportunity per half term
 Starters/plenaries 
CST ‘common good’ BIG QUESTION: Why do some groups experience greater educational success than others, and what should society do about it?
	SUMMER 2
PAPER 1 EDUCATION 
· Statistics regarding gender differences in achievement.
· Theories of gender roles, role models within schools and the hyper heterosexual identity. 

PAPER 1: METHODS IN CONTEXT 
· Throughout the Education topic, students will be given opportunity to apply their knowledge of research methods to critique studies into education. 
· Students will be given Methods in Context questions.
HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED: 
2 x assessment opportunity per half term Starters/plenaries
 Use of Seneca

CST ‘common good and solidarity’ BIG QUESTION: Can society ever achieve genuine equality of opportunity regardless of gender?


Embedding this knowledge can be supported at home by the constant review of lesson content through a range of revision methods, including the completion of past exam papers and analysis of mark schemes. The required commitment to A-Level Sociology is a minimum of 4 hours independent study each week to consolidate and extend knowledge. Students can further develop their understanding of Sociology through taking advantage of securing a year 12 work experience in a social setting, for example a primary school or at a charitable organisation. This will allow them to apply theory to real life settings, as they work with people of different economic backgrounds, which will give them real life experience of potential barriers to education. Students are required to keep up to date with current affairs by reading newspapers/watching the news.
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