
Year 9 LONG-TERM SEQUENCE for MUSIC



	The curriculum at this stage builds on KS3 skills in Performance, Composition, and Listening. Students extend their vocabulary, music reading and writing, and develop the confidence and skills needed for further study at KS4. Each term is based around a theme with targeted skill development and a formal assessment, fostering a supportive environment where students feel confident to take risks and perform.

	HALF TERM 1 – Industry: Arrangement & Song Writing
Students will explore the genre of popular music through arrangements & how to write a song.
STUDENTS MUST KNOW:
· How to arrange a song on a DAW effectively
· How to create specific drumbeats for a song on a DAW
· How to further develop production skills on a DAW
· Pop song structure analysis
HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED:
· Regular verbal feedback and formative assessment
	HALF TERM 2 – Industry: Arrangement & Songwriting
Students will explore the genre of popular music through arrangements & how to write a song.
STUDENTS MUST KNOW:
· How to write lyrics for a popular song
· How to structure a popular song
· How to write a song in a group situation.


HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED:
· Composition / Performance Assessment
	HALF TERM 3 – Soundtracks: Film Music
Students will explore how music is used in Films and create a piece of music to go along with a short clip. 
STUDENTS MUST KNOW:
· How composers create atmosphere and evoke emotions using the elements of music.
· How film music has developed over time.
· Techniques used by composers of film music.
· How to create a soundtrack to a film clip.

HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED:
· Performance Assessments
· Composition Assessment

	HALF TERM 4 – Soundtracks: Film Music
Students will continue to explore how music is used in Films and create a piece of music to go along with a short clip.
STUDENTS MUST KNOW:
· How composers create atmosphere and evoke emotions using the elements of music.
· How film music has developed over time.
· Techniques used by composers of film music.
· How to create a soundtrack to a film clip.
· How to choose appropriate instruments / sounds for their piece. 
· How to perform a piece of video game music – extension task.
HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED:
· Performance Assessment.
Listening keyword assessment.
	HALF TERM 5 – New Directions
Students will explore the genre of minimalism through performance of 2 minimalist pieces: Clapping music by Steve Reich and Tubular Bells.
STUDENTS MUST KNOW:
· Definition of Minimalism
· Key composers and history
· Notation reading
· Reading a graphic score
· A selection of minimalist composition techniques
· How to structure a piece of minimalist music
HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED:
· Performance Assessment
· Keyword Listening Assessment
	HALF TERM 6 – Independent Project
Students will be working on a chosen project, to present in the final week. The routes are: Performance (learning a piece of music), Composition (Writing a piece of music) or Planning a music festival.
STUDENTS MUST KNOW:
· How to work independently
· Practise techniques
· Compositional techniques
· Industry Skills – event planning.

HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED:
· Presentation of their work – either a performance, playing the piece out loud or presenting their festival. 

	The curriculum can be supported at home by: Encouraging regular instrument practice, if accessible, or lessons with Dudley Performing Arts. Providing computer access for revision and our online composition tool (edu.bandlab.com). Valuing music’s role both in the wider curriculum and in building confidence, creativity, and life skills with your child. Supporting involvement in extra-curricular activities like choir or the school production.
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