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Dear Parents/Carers
We’ve made it! The Christmas and New Year break has finally arrived! I must say that I have been
thrilled with the achievements of your sons and daughters this term. Despite the on-going difficult
circumstances, the engagement of our students has been magnificent.

I’ve been really pleased to see how many students have actively celebrated the themed months that
have been introduced by Mrs Foster and the pastoral team. Our approach to Black history month and a
whole month of focus on Anti-bullying made me realise how proud I am of this college.
It’s been a different term for me personally with my involvement over at Stuart Bathurst Catholic High
School as well as here at Bishop Milner Catholic College. It has meant my time at Bishop Milner has been
reduced, but whenever I am in college you can guarantee the students come and say hello and have a
chat which makes the job so worthwhile.
I’d like to thank and congratulate Mrs Foster on her first term as Interim Head of School. Mrs Foster and
her team of staff have ensured your sons and daughters receive the best possible education we can
provide, but importantly are also cared for and nurtured every step of the way.
Who knows what the immediate future looks like, but please be assured we will keep you updated on
any government/DfE changes over the Christmas period.
On behalf of all the Bishop Milner staff, I wish you have very happy and holy Christmas. Enjoy the time
with your family and friends and we’ll see you all in the New Year.
Stay safe and God bless.

Mr R May
Interim Executive Principal
RMA/JGI
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Arrangements for the new year
COVID TESTING
Tuesday 4 January is a Training Day for staff, but
attendance of these year groups is required as
follows, to facilitate our programme of Lateral
Flow Testing, ahead of the official start of term
the next day. Please arrive for the START of the
appropriate slot, via the back entrance on The
Broadway.
Year 7:
9.00-10.00 am
Year 8:
10.00-11.00am
Year 9:
11.30am- 12.30pm
Year 10:
12.30-1.30pm
Year 11:
2.00-3.00pm
Wednesday 5 January
This remains the calendared start of term and
lessons for ALL students. However, lateral flow
testing will continue as follows:
Year 12:
9.00-10.00am
Year 13:
10.00-11.00am
IMPORTANT - TUESDAY 4 JANUARY
Is a system of ‘test and go’. Students will only be
expected on site during their allotted time.
After completion of the test, students will be
dismissed and their safety remains the
responsibility of parents/carers.
The college assumes that if consent has been
given for your child to be tested previously, we
won’t ask for it again. However, if for any
reason you wish to withdraw consent, please do
notify us by calling reception.
To allow for efficient testing and a smooth and
safe start to the term for all, we kindly ask that
you do everything you can to commit to the
above schedule. In the unavoidable event of
students missing their time-slot, arrangements
will be made, on an individual basis, to facilitate
an alternative test time on their return to
college.
Many thanks in advance for the part you
continue to play in making our community as
safe as we can during these times. We will
continue you to follow guidance and
communicate openly about all matters linked to
Covid.

Dates For Your Diary
Tues 4 Jan

PTD

Wed 5 Jan

Start of Spring Term

Thurs 20 Jan

Y11 Parents Evening

Thurs 27 Jan

Y13 Parents Evening

Mon 28 Jan

SEN Coffee Morning

Fri 18 Feb

Y11 6th Form Taster Day

21-25 Feb

HALF TERM

Mon 28 Feb

SEN Coffee Morning

Thurs 24 Mar

Y10 Parents Evening

Mon 28 Mar

SEN Coffee Morning

Thurs 31 Mar

Y12 Parents Evening

Fri 8 April

END OF SPRING TERM

Mon 25 April

Start of Summer Term

Thurs 28 April

Y9 Parents Evening

Mon 2 May

PH – May Day

Thurs 5 May

Local Elections (TBC)

Mon 23 May

SEN Coffee Morning

30 May-3 June

HALF TERM

Wed 22 June

Y10 Mock Interviews

Thurs 23 June

Y7 Parents Evening

Mon 27 June

SEN Coffee Morning

Thurs 30 June

Sixth Form Induction

Thurs 30 June

Y8 Parents Evening

Fri 8 July

Sports Day

Mon 18 July

Y10 Sixth Form Taster Day

Mon 18 July

SEN Coffee Morning

Thurs 21 July

END OF SUMMER TERM
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GEOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT
1.
2.
3.
4.

Weather watchers club year 7 & 8
Celebrating Black History Month
GCSE Fieldwork to Carding Mill Valley
GCSE and A Level residential

Year 7 and 8 Geography Students have been
busy learning how to observe and record the
weather in order to create a weather forecast for
the college.
They meet weekly on Wednesday lunchtimes to
learn about the instruments we use to record the
weather. They then have a go with a range of
digital equipment to record their own
observations.
The information is then displayed on the weather
watchers board outside in the quad where all
learners can view the information.

Year 7, 8 and 9 Students have been encouraged this month
through lessons and homework assignments to focus on the
Geography of Black People from around the world.
The department has displayed information on Black
Geographers past and present who have influenced our
knowledge of the world we live in and celebrated their
contribution to the subject.
All students have been encouraged to participate in a quiz to
identify locations associated with Black people and prizes have
been awarded for those with the highest score.
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Year 11 GCSE Geography students have
finally been able to get outdoors and participate in
Fieldwork for their examination this summer.
They travelled to Carding Mill Valley in Shropshire
to learn how to collect data about river processes
and landforms.
Students also have to utilise their ability to work in
a team, communicate and problem solve in order
successfully data collect, whilst avoiding getting to
wet as they measure the velocity of the river’s flow.
For many of our students this is the first time in the countryside or near a river and it
provides an amazing opportunity for new experiences with friends.

Year 10 and 12 Geography students
will be off to residential fieldwork in April 2022.
Places are booked in Malham Tarn to spend a
week in the Yorkshire Dales experiencing a range
of Physical and Human Geography including
geology, coasts, rural villages, rivers, settlement,
and industry.

CHANGING OUR PLANET COP26
On Sunday 7 November 31 students across all key stages
including links with primary feeder schools, took part in a trip
to the Thinktank Birmingham. The Changing Our Planet COP26 event was funded by
the Royal Society of Chemistry.

A special thanks to all those students who took time out of their weekend to be curious
about how we can actively look after the amazing planet that we live on.
Miss E Guise
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SENIOR MATHS CHALLENGE
We are delighted by our Senior Maths Challenge
results!

Cormac Vance achieved a Gold Certificate and has
been invited to participate in the British
Mathematical Olympiad.
Alisha Davis and Callum Wilson both achieved a
Silver Certificate.
Charlotte Bant, Elisha Chikwezvero, Alex Cooling,
Cameron Hill, Anish Kalia, and Igor Lysiak all
achieved a Bronze Certificate.

CHRISTMAS CARD
COMPETITION 2021

Our Christmas Card Competition began
back in November. This year we wanted 3
designs to send off personalised
Christmas Wishes and New Year's
Greetings to residents in our local care
homes. We were blown away by the
quality of responses but whittled it down
to our three winners! Well done to all
who entered!
1st Prize is an Amazon Voucher for £10
and a selection box, 2nd Prize- £10
Amazon Voucher and 3rd Prize a
Chocolate Selection Box!

BISHOP MILNER SIXTH FORM
This half term has seen all our year 11s complete a
one to one interview with a level 6 qualified
careers professional from Sandwell Connexions.
Connexions congratulated the school on how
wonderful and aspirational all our year 11
students were over the two weeks and how they
thoroughly enjoyed meeting you all.
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THE MEMORY PROJECT
Over the past four years, Sixth Form
students from Bishop Milner Catholic
College have created portraits for children
from Afghanistan, Haiti and the
Philippines.
This year over thirty students and staff
have volunteered to create portraits for
children in Nigeria. All of these children
are living in difficult circumstances, so it
means a lot to them that people on the
other side of the world are thinking and
caring about them.
We are looking forward to seeing the final
portraits in January before they are sent
to the charity.

OUR SIXTH FORM SOUNDBITES STARTS IN JANUARY
The opportunity for all our year
11s to sign up to some A Level
subjects of their choice to get a
taster lesson and understand
what they are really all about.
In partnership with Newman
University, you will also get a
session on Higher Education
from them and a certificate to
prove your attendance to
further education learning!
Sign up for your sessions by
scanning the QR code!

PART OF ST JOHN BOSCO MULTI ACADEMY COMPANY

Photography Competition
Well done to all the students and staff who took part in this year's Photography
Competition. The winning entries were judged by members of The Rotary Club of
Dudley and have now been printed in a desk calendar for 2022. Congratulations to
Evie Cooling, year 11, who was the overall winner and Miller Whittaker, year 7, who
was highly commended.

STEM CLUB
POPPIES
The STEM club produced over 200
chromatography poppies for
remembrance day.
The group: Q’niya Jacobs,
Isabelle McDermott, Courage Candy,
Dominic Williams, Skye Booth-Lamsdale,
Natan Pawalec, Simran Channa,
Jennifer Oakley, Emma Brookes worked really hard over 4 weeks making the poppies.

BUBBLES
Maja Michno year 10 improved a STEM club activity at
home and produced a new bubble formula that allowed
her to make a record breaking bubble in bubble formation
of 7 bubbles.

Maja volunteers her
time to support the
KS3 STEM club which is
on Wednesdays after
school in class S7.
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During this half term,
students have been
completing MemRi tasks
as part of their
HegartyMaths
homework each week.
The tasks only take a few
minutes but act as
important retrieval
practice and ultimately
will help students know
and remember more.
Students can only complete one MemRi task per day but can complete one every day of the week if they
want to. Classes in Key Stage 3 have a target of two per week and classes in KS4 have a target of three
per week.
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate every student that attempted to reach their target
each week this half term. We achieved an average of 25 minutes per student with some students
accumulating over 7 hours of time spent – an incredible about of time spent knowing and remembering
more!
Start REMEMBERING more today!

ANTWON PAGE (Year 9)

LAUREN GREEN (Year 9)

At the end of this term, I was selected to
play on the Year 10 football team against
Beacon Hill Academy. The final score was 5 1 and I was proud to score 4 of these goals.

When I first auditioned for the role of Nancy in
'Oliver', I didn't expect to actually be able to play
such a strong, loyal character. I was delighted to
be selected for this part. I've enjoyed rehearsals
and I'm very excited with this amazing
opportunity to play this iconic female role.
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WORLD TOWN PLANNING DAY
Friday 10 December 2021:
Challenging our learners
to “think outside the box”
in this year’s World Town
Planning Day for schools
sponsored by the Royal
Town Planning Institute.
On 10 December the Geography Department
delivered a range of activities promoting careers
education linked potential employment within the
field of Town Planning.
Students learnt about the wide range of employment
opportunities and options of studying at university or
through apprenticeships.
They were challenged to work in small groups using
their geographical knowledge to become town
planners and create a sustainable community.
The work produced has been
displayed within the
department and demonstrates
the students created flare
combined with a practical and
common-sense approach to
creating communities where
future generations will thrive.

DRAGONS DEN – ANTIBULLYING, BE KIND
Thursday 9 December Dragons Den arrived at
Bishop Milner with the help from our amazing
Dragons Mrs Angela Moore, Head of Skills
factory for the Black country Consortium, Mr
David Rogers, Head of Finance at Marston’s
Brewery and Mr Stephen Burton-Pye Corporate
accounts Manager at Paycare.
Students from all year groups pitched their ideas
for creating an idea of how to tackle bullying.

We saw some amazing idea’s and really thoughtprovoking poems, devices, techniques and Apps
to support the eradication of bullying and help
with mindfulness and mental health wellbeing.
Well done to all involved.

We were really lucky to welcome KPMG and The
talent Foundry into school to run work ready
workshops with our year 12 and 13 students.
The students found it really enjoyable and gained
some real valuable experience in public speaking
and presentation skills.
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CAREERS FAIR
This month we held our
Careers Fair for year 9
upwards with over 25
delegates from Universities,
training providers, employers
and local colleges.
All our students questions
were answered.
A brilliant day and we even
had the pleasure of welcoming
students across from our MAC school Stuart Bathurst.
YEAR 7@BC PARTNERSHIP GAMES
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SPORTS NEWS
Our U16s Girls Football team are
through to the semi finals of the
West Midlands cup where they
will play Bishop Challenor in the
new year.

Our U13s Girls football team reached the
semi finals of the West Bromwich Albion
regional tournament where they narrowly
lost 2-1.

Our U14s and
U16s girls
basketball teams
remain unbeaten
in the Dudley
league having won
4 out of 4 games
so far this term.

Congratulations to our U16 Boys Basketball team
for winning a playoff game to represent Dudley at
the black country games.
Blanson Bihizi, Travis Kamba, Victor Emerem,
William Palanga, Junior Mpanu-Mpanu,
Daryl Dube, Angeloh Calma, Kendrick Mutunzi and
Humza Waseem
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