
Year 8 LONG-TERM SEQUENCE for MUSIC


	The KS3 Music curriculum develops confident, creative and reflective musicians through the three core disciplines of performing, composing and listening. Pupils explore a wide range of musical styles, traditions and technologies, developing the knowledge and practical skills needed to understand how music is created, performed and experienced.
The curriculum is sequenced so that pupils first develop the foundations of musicianship, before applying these skills within different musical contexts and eventually becoming increasingly independent musicians who can make informed creative decisions.

	HALF TERM 1 – Blues
Students will perform a blues piece, using techniques specific to the blues.
STUDENTS MUST KNOW:
· The historical origins of blues music.
· The influence of African American history and slavery on the blues.
· Primary chords and triads, using Roman numerals.
· 12-bar blues structure.
· Walking bass.
· Ensemble performance skills.
HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED:
· Performance assessment:
· Musical accuracy
· Understanding of blues conventions
	HALF TERM 2 – Blues
Students will continue to explore the genre of blues through composition techniques.
STUDENTS MUST KNOW:
· Blues scale and improvisation.
· Blues lyric structure.
· Ensemble performance skills.

HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED:
· Composition assessment:
· Understanding of blues conventions
· Creativity
· Expression

	HALF TERM 3 – Music Technology:  EDM Production
Pupils create an EDM track using BandLab/Cubase and look at production techniques.
STUDENTS MUST KNOW:
· Features of EDM.
· Drum programming.
· Layering and arrangement.
· Synthesised sounds.
HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED:
· Production assessment:
· Structure
· Appropriate style features
· Effective use of technology
· Creativity

	HALF TERM 4 – Music Technology: EDM Production
Pupils create an EDM track using BandLab/Cubase and look at production techniques.
STUDENTS MUST KNOW:
· Effects processing.
· Build-ups and drops.
· Production choices.

HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED:
· Production assessment:
· Structure
· Appropriate style features
· Effective use of technology
· Creativity
	HALF TERM 5 – Reggae
Students will explore the idea of rhythm and ‘offbeat’ through Reggae music, also revisiting notation reading. 
STUDENTS MUST KNOW:
· What an offbeat rhythm is
· Chord accompaniment patterns on both keyboard and ukulele instruments.
· Extended knowledge of key signatures
· How to rehearse in an ensemble
· A context of reggae

HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED:
· Performance Assessment:
· Rhythmic accuracy
· Ensemble awareness
· Style understanding
	HALF TERM 6 – Reggae
Students will explore the idea of rhythm and ‘offbeat’ through Reggae music, also revisiting notation reading. 
STUDENTS MUST KNOW:
· What an offbeat rhythm is
· Chord accompaniment patterns on both keyboard and ukulele instruments.
· Extended knowledge of key signatures
· How to rehearse in an ensemble
· How to arrange a pop song into a reggae style.

HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED:
· Performance Assessment:
· Rhythmic accuracy
· Ensemble awareness
· Style understanding

	The curriculum can be supported at home by: Encouraging regular instrument practice, if accessible, or lessons with Dudley Performing Arts. Providing computer access for revision and our online composition tool (edu.bandlab.com). Valuing music’s role both in the wider curriculum and in building confidence, creativity, and life skills with your child. Supporting involvement in extra-curricular activities like choir or the school production.
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