
Year 7 LONG-TERM SEQUENCE for MUSIC


	The KS3 Music curriculum develops confident, creative and reflective musicians through the three core disciplines of performing, composing and listening. Pupils explore a wide range of musical styles, traditions and technologies, developing the knowledge and practical skills needed to understand how music is created, performed and experienced.
The curriculum is sequenced so that pupils first develop the foundations of musicianship, before applying these skills within different musical contexts and eventually becoming increasingly independent musicians who can make informed creative decisions.

	HALF TERM 1 – Structure: Music Technology
Pupils create a structured composition using BandLab, applying loops, layers, texture and binary/ternary structure.
STUDENTS MUST KNOW:
· What a DAW is and how musicians use technology.
· How to create and edit musical ideas using loops and samples.
· How texture is created through layers.
· How repetition and contrast create structure.
· Binary and ternary form.
HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED:
Composition assessment:
•	Use of structure
•	Creativity
•	Effective use of technology
•	Musical decision-making
	HALF TERM 2 – Structure: Music Technology
Pupils create a structured composition using BandLab, applying loops, layers, texture and binary/ternary structure.
STUDENTS MUST KNOW:
· What a DAW is and how musicians use technology.
· How to create and edit musical ideas using loops and samples.
· How texture is created through layers.
· How repetition and contrast create structure.
· Binary and ternary form.
HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED:
Composition assessment:
· Use of structure
· Creativity
· Effective use of technology
· Musical decision-making
	HALF TERM 3 – Building Blocks
Students will learn basic musical elements and how to use them, alongside building their musical ear and rhythm literacy. 
STUDENTS MUST KNOW:
· The main musical elements.
· How composers use elements to create different effects.
· How to identify features through listening.
· How to read and perform rhythmic notation.
· How rhythm is organised through pulse and metre.
HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED:
Listening assessment:
· Identification of musical features
· Use of musical vocabulary

	HALF TERM 4 – Rhythm & Pulse: BEATS
Students will look at building on their notation reading and performance skills through learning the snare drum on a practice pad.
STUDENTS MUST KNOW:
· How to recognise different note durations and what they look like as written notation, using ‘breakfast rhythms.’
· Different approaches to rhythm across the world
· How to keep in time and count a pulse when playing
HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED:
· Performance assessment – accuracy of rhythmic performance

	HALF TERM 5 – Keyboard Skills 1: The Basics
Students will look at building their note reading and performance skills through the use of keyboards.
STUDENTS MUST KNOW:
· How to find C on the keyboard.
· How to read treble clef notation from middle C to C above.
· The correct technique for playing the keyboard/piano.
· How to use a DAW to play a MIDI Keyboard
· How to analyse their progress, focusing on constructive and positive comments.
HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED:
· Individual performance assessment
	HALF TERM 6 – Ukulele Skills
Students will continue to build their note reading and performance skills through the use of ukuleles.
STUDENTS MUST KNOW:
· Chords and accompaniment patterns.
· Ukulele technique and chord shapes.
· Ensemble skills.
HOW THIS WILL BE ASSESSED:
· Performance assessment

	The curriculum can be supported at home by: Encouraging regular instrument practice, if accessible, or lessons with Dudley Performing Arts. Providing computer access for revision and our online composition tool (edu.bandlab.com). Valuing music’s role both in the wider curriculum and in building confidence, creativity, and life skills with your child. Supporting involvement in extra-curricular activities like choir or the school production.
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